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TITLE 
 
BUILDING PROTECTION ZONES 
 
POLICY 
 
In an effort to improve the State’s preparedness for bushfire, all public sector 
bodies and entities listed in Schedule 1 of the Public Sector Management Act 1994 
are encouraged to implement or improve existing Building Protection Zones (BPZs) 
around their critical assets in high bushfire risk areas.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Bushfire Review Implementation Group, chaired by the Director General of the 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet, was established by the Western 
Australian Government to oversee the implementation of the recommendations of 
Mr Mick Keelty AO in A Shared Responsibility: The Report of the Perth Hills 
Bushfire February 2011 Review. 
 
Mr Keelty’s report, among other things, supports the better management of fuel 
loads around homes and other assets, including through BPZs. In addition, Mr 
Keelty suggested that the responsibility for managing bushfire risk should be 
shared. 
 
Consistent with Mr Keelty’s report, the Implementation Group has decided to 
further promote the implementation of BPZs as a measure to assist in reducing 
bushfire risk in this State, particularly prior to the 2012-13 bushfire season. BPZs 
are areas around buildings and other assets in which fuel loads can be modified. 
Evidence shows that BPZs reduce the exposure of such assets to bushfire and 
thus assist in fire fighting efforts. It is recognised that BPZs are only one of many 
strategies that may help to reduce the impact of bushfire. 
 
All public sector bodies and Schedule 1 entities are encouraged to show leadership 
by giving particular focus to implementing or improving existing BPZs around their 
critical assets in high bushfire risk areas prior to the 2012-13 bushfire season.  It is 
acknowledged that many public sector bodies and Schedule 1 entities already 
have BPZ programs in place. Work undertaken in response to this Circular should 
be in addition to any existing bushfire risk management responsibilities and 
programs. 
 
To assist with the implementation of BPZs consistent with this Circular, supporting 
information, including standards for BPZs and examples of critical assets, can be 
found on the Fire and Emergency Services Authority’s (FESAs) website at 
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http://www.fesa.wa.gov.au/safetyinformation/fire/bushfire/Pages/BushfireProtection
Zones.aspx. 
 
Information regarding the regulation of clearing of native vegetation is available on 
the Department of Environment and Conservation’s website at 
http://www.dec.wa.gov.au/nvc. 
 
Information sessions providing further details about the implementation of this BPZ 
initiative will be run by FESA.  Details will be sent to you shortly. 
 
To demonstrate the shared responsibility of reducing bushfire risk in Western 
Australia, local governments, government trading enterprises, other owners of 
critical infrastructure and private property owners with critical assets and homes in 
high bushfire risk areas are also being encouraged to implement or improve 
existing BPZs prior to the 2012-13 bushfire season.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Colin Barnett MLA 
PREMIER 
 
 
For enquiries contact:   Ron de Blank   6552 6246 
     Principal Policy Officer 
     Department of the Premier and Cabinet 
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